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HOME BURGLARIES IN BUNBURY 
Grievance 

MRS ROBERTS (Midland) [9.07 am]:  I grieve this morning about the number of home burglaries occurring in 
the Bunbury area, and more particularly the steep increase in the number of home burglaries in that area over the 
past 12 months, especially over the past three months.  To put matters in context, I refer to the document that the 
minister tabled earlier this week entitled “Western Australia Reported Offence and Clearance Statistics”, which 
was produced by the crime statistics unit of the bureau of criminal intelligence within the Western Australia 
Police Service.  The statistics for the Bunbury district are shown on page 72 of that document.  When it comes to 
community contact with members of Parliament, most people in this Chamber know that one of the most 
disturbing areas of crime is the level of burglary.  Indeed, I gather that one of our members was burgled again 
overnight.  Under the heading which deals with burglary for a dwelling, the figures indicate that in the 12 months 
to June 1999, there were 2 016 burglaries in the Bunbury district, yet in the 12 months to 2000 there was an 
increase to 2 650 burglaries.  In raw figures, 634 more burglaries occurred in the Bunbury district over the past 
12 months than in the previous 12 months.  That has resulted in a 31.4 per cent increase, which is unacceptable. 

I refer to the clearance rates.  The clearance rate to June 1999 was 19 per cent of home burglaries, which is 
probably a much better than average clearance rate, but, unfortunately, that has now fallen to a clearance rate of 
14.8 per cent, a drop of 4.2 per cent.  Not only have home burglaries gone up by over one-third, but also the 
clearance rate for those home burglaries has dropped by over 4 per cent. 

This becomes of even more concern when one looks at the figures for the previous three months, which give a 
better idea of whether police, other agencies and the community in Bunbury are in any way being able to 
establish a downward trend for those home burglaries.  It would seem not.  Page 70 of that same document 
indicates that the raw figure for April-June 1999 was 494.  The figure for April-June 2000 was 751.  That is 257 
more burglaries in that quarter compared with the same quarter last year, which is a 52 per cent increase. 

Mr Osborne:  What is the population? 

Mrs ROBERTS:  The member for Bunbury may think these statistics are fine; I do not.   

The clearance rate is also a concern.  The figures indicate that in April-June 1999 the clearance rate was 22.3 per 
cent.  It is not good enough but, compared with other parts of the State, that is a good result.  In the same quarter 
this year, that clearance rate slipped to 15.3 per cent, which is a drop of 7 per cent.  It is not a good trend for 
Bunbury.  I have repeatedly called for all stations within districts to be fully staffed and for more police officers 
to be available at the front line.  These cries are falling on deaf ears.   

It also appears that appropriate priority is not being given to home burglaries.  What does the minister believe his 
Government can do to turn around these figures?  There is no point in suggesting that this problem is now under 
control, because the figures towards the end of the financial year were even worse.  

I am sure the minister will point out that the statistics for some other areas of crime have improved.  I draw 
members' attention to the Australian Institute of Criminology facts and figures document for 1999, which 
contains pertinent information about the reporting of crime.  It points out that victims of household crime are 
more likely to report the incident to police than the victims of personal crime such as assault or sexual assault.  
There is always an argument about reported crime versus unreported crime.  Documentary evidence suggests 
that most car thefts are reported and that victims of household crime are more likely to report offences.  Even if 
the victim is one of the 31 000 people who could not get through to the Police Service on the 131 444 telephone 
number last year, those reporting household crime persist, probably because they are required to make a report if 
they wish to make an insurance claim.   

It is all very well to suggest that the incidence of other types of crime has decreased, but I suggest that that is 
because people have had difficulty making reports.  Victims are more reluctant to report assaults, sexual assaults 
and domestic violence.  Sometimes, with 24 hours during which to reflect on the incident, people choose not to 
report it.  One would expect to see less reporting of those crimes if people have to telephone the police on 
several occasions to get through.  Victims will persist for several days to report a home burglary, but those 
reporting assault or sexual assault will probably decide that it is not worth the trouble.  As a result, those crimes 
go unreported.  The Government cannot pat itself on the back in respect of any decrease in the number of crimes 
against the person.   

MR PRINCE (Albany - Minister for Police) [9.15 am]:  I am delighted to respond to this grievance.  As usual, 
the member has gone off on the wrong tack.  There is no doubt that there has been an increase in the number of 
burglary offences in the Bunbury police subdistrict.  That has occurred for a number of reasons:  First, the police 
are confronting an active recidivist offender or offenders, and some persons of interest have been identified.  At 
least 43 cases of aggravated burglary are believed to have been committed by the same person or group or 
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people.  Second, in recent times Bunbury has experienced a rash of Perth-based criminals stealing cars in Perth, 
driving to Bunbury and committing offences and returning to Perth, all within a few hours.  Third, some 
offenders are displaying a greater forensic awareness than has been the case in the past.  Obviously, people are 
stealing cash these days as opposed to goods because the amendments to the pawnbrokers' legislation make it 
much harder to trace that which is stolen.  Cash is very easily disposed of, whereas goods must be sold.   

A dog squad officer has been appointed to the Bunbury area.  That officer has achieved good results, particularly 
in the Collie area.  Dedicated operations rejoicing in the name of Operation Streetwalker 1 and 2 have been 
undertaken; more officers have been attached to the burglary squad in Bunbury; bike patrols have been 
increased; and the police business academy - about which the member knows nothing - has had a remarkable 
effect on the target hardening of workplaces.  A very good media campaign has also been launched, forensic 
officers attend all aggravated burglaries and officers have undertaken enhanced training programs.  

In response to the activities of Perth-based criminals, highway patrols have been increased on the South Western 
Highway and the Old Coast Road to target those offenders.  A number of high-speed chases have occurred.  
Those chases are dangerous, but they have been successful.  It is not a bad way to deal with that problem.  

Since June 1998, when the burglary team was established, 266 adults have been charged with 667 offences, and 
88 juveniles have been charged with 227 offences.  A total of 354 people have been charged with 894 offences, 
146 of which related to burglary, and $228 000 worth of property has been recovered.  Since 1 July this year, 13 
adults have been charged with 36 offences, and one juvenile has been charged with six offences.  That is a total 
of 14 persons who have been charged with 42 offences, 13 of which related to burglary, and $35 000 worth of 
property has been recovered.  

The problem of particular concern to the Bunbury community relates to an individual who has been targeting 
elderly people.  It has been a matter of grave concern to the Police Service and the community in general.  There 
has been a spate since March this year of aggravated burglaries involving elderly people, particularly in 
Busselton, Brunswick and Harvey and to some extent in Mandurah and Rockingham as well as Bunbury.  This 
offender usually targets elderly people who live alone and the burglaries usually occur in the early hours of the 
morning.  The offender has either canvassed those people in public places or has access to some sort of register 
containing their details.  In any event, he wears gloves and a balaklava and has been very difficult to trace.  The 
police spoke to a person of interest in July about 18 of those offences and charges have been laid.  That is the 
result of Operation Streetwalker.  That person was apprehended and a large number of burglaries have been 
attributed to him.  I cannot provide any further detail because he has been charged and the matter is yet to be 
dealt with by the courts.   

I make the point - I have made it a number of times - that the overwhelming majority of crime is committed by a 
very small number of people.  These people are recidivist offenders.  They get caught and go to court and are 
sent to jail if that is appropriate.  When they are released, they continue to offend.  They are the people whom the 
police quite rightly target and should continue to target.  Better information should be provided to the Police 
Service about who these people are and when they will be released from prison.  That is being done now.  There 
is a much better exchange of information between the Ministry of Justice and the prison in the Bunbury area.  
The roll-out of the new police computer system, in conjunction with the Ministry of Justice, will lead to a 
seamless exercise whereby information about arrests and so on will flow to the Ministry of Justice and loop 
back.  That system should be in place within the next -  

Mrs Roberts:  Did you just discover that or have you known about it for the past seven years? 

Mr PRINCE:  It has taken the past two years to develop and it will be in place very soon.  It is beginning to 
improve greatly so the police have better information about who is on the streets and who has been released and 
what people are doing. 

Mrs Roberts:  Why do the statistics show that crime is getting worse? 

Mr PRINCE:  In 1993 there were 141 police officers in the police district of Bunbury.  At 30 June this year there 
are 263.5 officers.  The increase in crime is not a matter of police numbers.  I will table this paper which 
indicates the situation with police numbers in the Bunbury police district from 1993-2000. 

[See paper No 129.]  

Mr PRINCE:  The police in Bunbury are far more effective than they used to be.  Police do not create criminals 
or crime; they deal with it when it is reported.  From time to time a clever criminal will be operating.  In this 
instance, a pattern of 18 burglaries has occurred and the person has been apprehended and charged due to good 
policing, good information and good intelligence. 

Mrs Roberts:  I hope you are not misleading the House with these numbers.  

Mr PRINCE:  Of course not.  
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Mrs Roberts interjected. 

Mr PRINCE:  I am referring to the police officers in the Bunbury police district.  Although the member for 
Midland has been going on about numbers recently, she has ignored the number of people who are in the Police 
Academy.  She knows perfectly well that the authorised strength is the real strength, including recruits who are 
in training.  She should get her numbers right and stop relying on the union for figures that are incorrect. 
 


